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Spadix. A spadix is a fleshy spike more or less enclosed by a large
modified leaf known as a spathe, and is characteristic of the aroids, such
as the calla lily and taro (Figs. 306,318).

Raceme. A raceme is similar to a
spike except that the flowers are stalked.
This is a very common type of inflores-
cence.

Corymb. A corymb is similar to a
raceme except that the lower flowers
have longer stalks than the upper ones
so that the inflorescence is more or less
flit-topped.

Panicle. A panicle is an open, branched
racemose inflorescence (Fig. 305). It is a
very common type of inflorescence, found
in many grasses.

TJmbeL When the flowers all appear
to arise from the same place and have
stalks of equal length, the inflorescence
is an umbel, as in carrot and celery.

Head. A head is a globular or some-
what flattened cluster of sessile flowers
(Figs. 305, 307).

POLLINATION

Cross-pollination. Most flowers
are so arranged as to facilitate the
transfer of pollen from the stamens
of one flower to the stigma of another
(cross-pollination) rather than from
the stamens to the stigma of the same
flower (self-pollination). When the
stamens and pistils occur in different
flowers, the flowers must be cross-
pollinated. Cross-pollination is also

Fie. 3071 Flower head of arti-
choke (Cynara scolymus)

The artichoke belongs to the
sunflower family. A, head; D,
a single flower; a, stigma; o,
anther; c, corolla; co, calyx;
o, ovary. B, flower head in bud,
the edible stage. C, section of
bud. Note that it is the young
flower head and a portion of the
bracts that are edible

usual in bisexual flowers. One of
the simplest arrangements which assures this is the maturing of
the stigmas and anthers at different times (Figs. 308, 309). An-
other method is seen in the primrose, where on some plants
all flowers have the stigma above the anthers and on other plants